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State Court Judge Stops Nash County Transition from Eastpointe 

BEULAVILLE, NC – June 30, 2017 

Today, a North Carolina Superior Court Judge granted Eastpointe Human Services’ request for a 
temporary restraining order to stop Nash County’s disengagement from Eastpointe and 
transition to Trillium on July 1. 

Eastpointe immediately sought this injunction to maintain the status quo—therefore putting a 
halt to Nash County’s requested disengagement—until the Court can make a final 
determination on Eastpointe’s claims. This ruling eliminates uncertainty for Eastpointe’s 
members and providers. 

The legal action seeks to compel the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) to comply with North Carolina law. 

Former DHHS Secretary Rick Brajer’s hasty decision to approve Nash County’s transition 
request—and current Secretary Mandy Cohen’s decision to uphold his judgement—will be 
carefully scrutinized. 

Secretary Brajer knowingly did not follow the law when he ignored General Assembly directives 
requiring him to establish a process that, at a minimum, provides adequate notice to the public 
and service recipients. He made his decision just one week after Nash County’s request and on 
the same day former Governor Pat McCrory conceded the governorship, which would end his 
term as Secretary. This lack of transparency and deliberation destabilized North Carolina’s 
behavioral health system. 

Eastpointe filed this action only after its repeated attempts to resolve this issue with DHHS and 
Nash County. 

“The judge made the right decision today,” said Sarah Stroud, CEO of Eastpointe. “Now we’ll 
have the opportunity to make our arguments to ensure the law is followed while our members 
continue to receive care seamlessly.” 

Earlier this month, Eastpointe filed its legal action in Federal Court against DHHS, and others, to 
prevent Nash County’s unlawful disengagement. After the Federal Court ruled that it did not 
have the authority to hear the action, Eastpointe filed its case in Duplin County Superior Court 
this morning. 

mailto:kbaker@eastpointe.net
http://www.eastpointe.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Eastpointe-TRO.pdf
http://www.eastpointe.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Eastpointe-TRO.pdf

